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  Who can apply for asylum?

	 Any alien arriving in Belgium can apply for asylum. However, not everyone is rec-
ognised as a refugee. The Geneva Convention (1951) lays down the conditions that 
nvtu cf tbujtûfe/ B sfgvhff jt tpnfpof xip hfovjofmz gfbst cfjoh qfstfdvufe gps 
reasons of race, religion, nationality, political conviction or allegiance to a particular 
social group.

   How does the asylum procedure operate?

	 B ofx- tjnqmjûfe btzmvn qspdfevsf xbt jouspevdfe jo Kvof 3118/ Uijt qspdfevsf 
should now last no longer than one year.

	 Uif Bmjfot Pgûdf )Pgûdf eft ¯usbohfst* sfhjtufst uif btzmvn bqqmjdbujpo boe difdlt 
whether Belgium is authorised to deal with the application.

	 Uif btzmvn bqqmjdbujpo jt fybnjofe cz uif Pgûdf pg uif Dpnnjttjpofs.Hfofsbm gps 
Sfgvhfft boe Tubufmftt Qfstpot )Dpnnjttbsjbu h¯o¯sbm bvy s¯gvhj¯t fu bvy bqbusjeft*/ 
Uijt pgûdf efdjeft xifuifs ps opu uif btzmvn tfflfs tipvme cf sfdphojtfe bt b sfgv-
gee. In the case of a negative decision, the asylum seeker may lodge an appeal with 
uif Dpvodjm gps Bmjfo Ejtqvuft )Dpotfjm ev dpoufoujfvy eft ¯usbohfst*/ Uijt dpvsu 
dbo dpoûsn uif efdjtjpo ublfo cz uif Dpnnjttjpofs.Hfofsbm- psefs b ofx jowftujhb-
tion or grant the refugee status.

	 Failed asylum seekers may appeal to the Council of State, which now applies a strict 
ûmufsjoh qspdfevsf up kvehf xifuifs ps opu bo bqqfbm jt benjttjcmf/ Btzmvn tfflfst 
can be deported during this appeal procedure.

	 Asylum seekers who are not recognised as refugees may be eligible for another type 
of protection and the right to (temporary) residence in Belgium. This subsidiary pro-
tection is meant for persons who would be in real danger (death penalty, inhumane 
usfbunfou ps sboepn wjpmfodf jo bo bsnfe dpoüjdu* tipvme uifz sfuvso up uifjs 
country of origin.

 More information?

	 Go to www.fedasil.be

 Fedasil headquarter

	 Federal agency for the reception of asylum seekers
	 Rue des Chartreux 21 - 1000 Brussels
	 Tel: 02-213 44 11 - Fax: 02-213 44 22
	 info@fedasil.be - www.fedasil.be 
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